AT WAR OFFICE AS DIRECTOR OF MILITARY TRAINING

devised to improve the co-operation of the War Office with
our colonial troops and in that way make our forces more
Imperial Douglas remarked that Mr. Haldane made an
excellent speech and that the representatives of the various
colonies present were much impressed and agreed to the
plan being carried out Still the difficulties over Territorial
formations continued, and at the same time Douglas began
working out how best the proposed Imperial General Staff
could be formed.

At that time he found it necessary to inspect many
Artillery Camps so that he might observe the various units
at practice and see that the proper methods of training were
being applied and carried out. This work very naturally
took him away from the War Office a great deal, for which
I was rather glad. The constant attendance at the War
Office must have been very trying to him and indeed I was
beginning to feel anxious concerning his health. I do not
know whether it was being so much indoors and not get-
ting enough exercise or whether it was just that he was over
anxious about matters on which he was working, but cer-
tainly his health was being seriously impaired, and his
frequent visits to the training camps helped considerably
to enable him to stave off the threatened return of the
malaria.

On June 25th Douglas went to stay with Lord Tulli-
bardine at Dunkeld House and later with Mr. Haldane at
Cloan, Auchterarder, for some manoeuvres. After his return
we decided to go together to Tarasp so as to make certain
of no return of malaria, and we left for there on July lyth.
It was rather a wrench to leave baby, particularly as I had
a nurse who, though very capable at her work, was some-
what interfering and quarrelsome with the other servants,
but I tried to ensure that nothing would happen, and asked
my relations to keep an eye on the child during our absence.
We enjoyed very much the beautiful scenery and walks at
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